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gathered in their wagons or buggies, on horseback or on foot to partici- 
pate in the “baptizing day.” 

Authorities of the stake realized the need for a baptismal font where 
the ordinance could regularly be performed, and so the facilities were 
constructed in the tithing office where services were held monthly, 

A devastating fire on the grounds and out-buildings surrounding the 
tithing office broke out during a peaceful night in the fall of 1903, and be- 
fore the bucket brigade could bring sufficient water to the scene the hay, 
barns and sheds were destroyed. The brigade saved the tithing office it- 
self, however. This fire virtually brought an end to the payment of 
tithing “in kind.” Farmers were urged to sell their produce and pay their 
tithes in cash. More adequate baptismal facilities were constructed in 
the new high school seminary building about this time, also, and the use- 
fulness of the tithing office began to wane. The building was sold to 
Labon Hylton who converted it into two apartments, and then sold the 
property to Lowe Ashton who constructed a modern service station on 
the site. 


BISHOP THOMAS RASBAND 
first bishop of Heber East Ward. 


When Bishop Thomas Rasband of Heber East Ward died Robert S. 
Duke was called as the new bishop, His counselors were Orson Hicken 
and Henry Ohlwiler. Bishop Duke served until 1901 when he was ordained 
a Patriarch of the Wasatch Stake. However, the ward didn't lose Bishop 
Duke, for his son, Robert Duke became the new bishop, with Orson Hicken 
and George Wootton as counselors. 

In the West Ward, Bishop Forman served until 1885 when he was 
succeeded by Bishop Henry Clegg. Thomas Hicken Jr. was sustained as 
the third bishop of the ward in 1894 and served until 1902 when he moved 
with his family to Raymond, Alberta, Canada. At the time he moved, 
plans were underway by the stake presidency to dissolve the two Heber 
Wards and create three new wards, so no new bishop was sustained. 

Those who served in leadership capacities in the East and West 
Wards before the reorganization were as follows: 


